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Dear Ms Dunne,  

 

Richborough Connection Project 

Pre-application Notification under Article 10 (1) (a) of the TEN-E Regulation  

 
The Regulation on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure (EU 
347/2013) (TEN-E Regulation) lays down rules for the timely development and 
interoperability of energy networks in European Union Member States and the 
European Economic Area (EEA).  The TEN-E Regulation sets out guidelines for 
streamlining the permitting processes for major energy infrastructure projects that 
contribute to European energy networks.  These are referred to as Projects of 
Common Interest (PCIs).   

 

The Richborough Connection Project is a PCI by virtue of its inclusion on the first 
Union List of Projects of Common Interest (Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
No 1391/2013) as “1.1.2. Internal line between the vicinity of Richborough and 
Canterbury (UK)”.  It is included as part of the “Cluster Belgium” as it is necessary to 
connect the proposed Nemo Link between the UK and Belgium to the National 
Electricity Transmission System.    
 
The purpose of this letter is to formally notify the relevant National Competent Authority 
(NCA) under Article 10 (1) (a) of the TEN-E Regulation that National Grid intends to 
submit an application for the necessary permits to construct the Richborough 
Connection (in this case a Development Consent Order – DCO under the Planning Act 
2008).  In the case of the Richborough Connection Project the National Competent 
Authority is the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change.  However, the NCA 
has delegated tasks relating to the facilitation and co-ordination of the permit granting 
process to the Planning Inspectorate for PCIs for which a DCO will be the primary 
consent required.    

 

As discussed with the Planning Inspectorate during meetings held on the 29th May 2013 

and 21st August 2014 National Grid intends to submit an application for a new 400kV 

overhead line between Richborough and Canterbury in Kent.  National Grid also wrote to 

the Planning Inspectorate on 8 August 2014 to provide notification in accordance with 

regulation 6(1)(b) of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

mailto:emer.mcdonnell@nationalgrid.com
http://www.nationalgrid.com/
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Regulations 2009 that National Grid proposes to provide an environmental statement in 

respect of the Richborough Connection Project  

 

Article 10 (1) (a) requires the developer to provide “a reasonably detailed outline” of the 
proposal to allow the NDA to consider whether the project is “mature enough to enter 
the permitting process”.  An outline of the project is provided below, reference is also 
made to the Richborough Connection Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping 
Report issued to the Planning Inspectorate in August 2014 which contains further 
information in a number of areas and can be found on the Planning Inspectorate 
website at http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-

connection-project/?ipcsection=docs.  Further information about the proposals can also 

be found on the project website at www.richboroughconnection.co.uk.  
 
National Grid has prepared this notification following discussions at the meeting with the 
Planning Inspectorate held on 21st August 2014 and reference to the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change’s Manual of Procedures1. The UK Manual of Procedures 
suggests a number of elements that should be included in any notification; the following 
sections of this letter have been set out on this basis.   
 
Description of Project 
 
National Grid operates the high voltage electricity transmission system in Great Britain 
and owns the system in England and Wales.  The system operates mainly at 400kV 
and 275kV, connecting the electricity generators (including interconnectors) to 
substations where the high voltages are transformed to lower voltages, enabling the 
power to be distributed to homes and businesses by Distribution Network Operators 
who operate at a maximum of 132kV. 
 
A high voltage direct current (HVDC) electricity interconnector of approximately 
1,000MW (or 1GW) capacity is proposed to make landfall at Richborough, Kent.  The 
interconnector project, known as the Nemo Link joins the UK and Belgium and will allow 
electricity to flow in either direction between the two countries via a subsea cable.  
Nemo Link requires a connection to the National Grid high-voltage National Electricity 
Transmission System (NETS) in the Richborough area and, as there is currently no 
high-voltage transmission network close to Richborough, a new connection is required.   
 
In November 2013 National Grid announced its preferred option of a 400kV overhead 
line between Richborough and Canterbury (the Richborough Connection project) to 
connect the Nemo Link interconnector to the high-voltage NETS.  In May 2014, National 
Grid published a Connection Options Report2 which identified a proposed draft route 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘proposed route’) for the new overhead line.   
 
The proposed development comprises of a 400kV overhead line connection between 
the existing Canterbury North Substation and the new Richborough Substation and 
Converter Station (previously granted outline planning permission).  Due to the need to 
cross the existing 132kV PX route (owned by UK Power Networks) at Broad Oak, Sarre 
and Monkton, temporary works are needed which involve temporarily diverting the PX 

                                                 
1
 Department of Energy and Climate Change, May 2014, The Ten-E Regulation EU347/2013 – Manual of 

Procedures: The Permitting Process for Projects of Common Interest in the UK 
2
 National Grid, 2014, Connection Options Report, Available at: 

http://richboroughconnection.co.uk/project-documents.aspx 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-connection-project/?ipcsection=docs
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-connection-project/?ipcsection=docs
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/
http://richboroughconnection.co.uk/project-documents.aspx
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route onto wooden poles to allow the proposed 400kV overhead line to be built 
overhead and to allow the PX route to remain operational (prior to its removal).  In 
addition, the proposed route will require works to provide a permanent underground 
cable crossing of the existing 132kV PY route (also owned by UK Power Networks) in 
the Ash Level.   
 
The proposed development includes the following principal elements: 
 

 construction of a 400kV overhead line (the ‘proposed route’) approximately 
20.7km in length; 

 the removal of approximately 20.6km of an existing 132kV overhead line (PX 
route) between UK Power Networks’ Canterbury South and Richborough 132 kV 
Substations;  

 localised temporary (PX route) and permanent (PY route) diversions of the 
existing 132kV overhead line (where they are crossed by the proposed route); 
and 

 other works, for example, temporary access roads, highway works, construction 
compounds, protective scaffold structures, work sites and ancillary works. 

 
Further details regarding the project, project need and description can be found in 
Section 2.3 – 2.8 of the Scoping Report extracts of which are included in Annex 1.  The 
description of the works will be developed further prior to submission of the DCO 
application in response to consultation, environmental studies and further design work.   
 
Location of the Project  
 
The proposed development is in south east England and is within the administrative 
boundaries of the following district and county authorities: 
 

 Canterbury City Council (CCC); 

 Thanet District Council (TDC); 

 Dover District Council (DDC); and 

 Kent County Council (KCC). 
 

The map in Annex 2 illustrates the proposed site boundary as presented in the Scoping 
Report.  The proposed site boundary includes the overhead line itself and all associated 
works including the areas required to remove the PX route, construction access routes 
and compounds.  As with the project description this will evolve and be refined prior to 
submission of the DCO application.  
 
The land uses present within and around the proposed site boundary comprise 
predominantly rural land in agricultural use, with marsh land towards the eastern end of 
the proposed route.  The only urban areas present are at the western end of the 
proposed route which is located on the north eastern outskirts of Canterbury.  At 
Richborough there are several industrial and commercial land uses present in the wider 
area including solar farms, Sewage Treatment Works (STW) and a household waste 
recycling centre.  Residential areas in the surrounding area include Canterbury, Broad 
Oak, Sturry, Westbere, Hersden, Hoath, Upstreet, Chislet, Sarre, Monkton and Minster.  
 
Major access routes within and around the proposed site boundary include the A28 
which provides access between Canterbury and Margate (and is crossed by both the 
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proposed 400kV and existing 132kV PX routes).  The A253 is located to the north and 
provides access between Ramsgate and the A28 at Sarre.  To the east is the A256 
which provides access between Broadstairs and Sandwich.  Both the proposed 400kV 
and existing 132kV PX routes cross the A291 at the western end of the proposed route 
which provides access between the A299 to the north and the A28 to the south.  
Several more minor roads are located along the proposed site boundary.  The 
Canterbury-Ramsgate railway runs broadly parallel to the proposed 400kV overhead 
line.  
 
The primary statutory environmental designations that fall within or near to the 
proposed site boundary are West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI (known as Lynne 
Wood) and Chislet Park Grade II Listed Building.  There are also several areas of 
ancient woodland within or near the proposed site boundary (Lynne Wood, Beecham 
Wood, Kemberland Wood, Broad Wood and Park Rough/Joiners Wood).   
 
There are also several environmental designations, including three internationally 
important statutory nature conservation designations, located outside the proposed site 
boundary which will need to be considered: Sandwich Bay, Stodmarsh and Blean 
Complex Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), all of which also contain National 
Nature Reserves.  Stodmarsh and Sandwich Bay are also designated as Special 
Protection Areas (SPA) and RAMSAR sites, both of these designations are also 
internationally important nature conservation designations.  
 
There are also several areas designated as SSSIs which although not currently directly 
affected are nationally important nature conservation designations.  These include 
Chequers Wood and Old Park SSSI (south of the western end of the proposed route), 
West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI (to the west of and north of Broad Oak) part of 
which (Lynne Wood) falls within the proposed site boundary, East Blean Woods SSSI 
(part of which is also within Blean Complex SAC), Stodmarsh SSSI (which falls within 
Stodmarsh SAC, SPA and RAMSAR) and Sandwich Bay and Hacklinge Marshes, part 
of which also falls within Sandwich Bay SAC, SPA and RAMSAR.  
 
Although outside the proposed site boundary the nearest scheduled monuments are an 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Sarre and a saxon shore fort, Roman port and other remains 
at Richborough.  There are also scheduled monuments at Minster and Monkton and 
several within Canterbury city centre.  In addition, Canterbury also contains a world 
heritage site (Canterbury Cathedral, St Augustine’s Abbey and St Michaels Church).  
 
There are numerous listed buildings in the vicinity of the proposed site boundary, the 
closest comprising properties within Broad Oak and Tile Lodge Farm House and the 
Oast House at Tile Lodge Farm.  
 
There are no national landscape designations within the proposed site boundary or the 
immediate vicinity of these.  The nearest such designation is the Kent Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty approximately 5km south of the southernmost end of the 
proposed site boundary.  
 
No elements of the Richborough Connection Project lie within or are expected to impact 
on other member states and therefore no contact details for the NCAs in other member 
states have been provided.   
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Alternatives 
 
The development process has considered many alternatives throughout a number of 
stages which have included:  
 

 strategic alternatives; 

 outline route options;   

 detailed route options (including pylon types); and 

 detailed alignment and infrastructure siting.   
 

Each of the above stages considers changes made to the proposals as a result of 
representations received during non-statutory pre-application consultation which has 
already taken place. 
 
A summary of the alternatives considered to date is contained in Section 2.1 and 2.2 of 
the scoping report.  These extracts are included in Annex 1 for reference.    
 
Further detailed information relating to the development of the project can be found in 
the following documents which are all available in the Library on the Project’s website 
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk: 
 

 Project Need Case (2013); 
 Strategic Options Report (2013); 

 Preferred Connection Option and Route Corridor Report (2013); 

 Route Corridor Study (2013); 

 Summer 2013 Consultation Feedback Report (2013); and 

 Connection Options Report (2014). 
 
Environmental Impact assessment  
 
National Grid is undertaking a formal EIA as the Richborough Connection project falls 
under Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2009 (as amended) and will therefore require EIA.  As the project is EIA 
development, a screening request under EIA Regulation 6(1a) has not been sought 
from the Planning Inspectorate.  The Planning Inspectorate (and the Secretary of State) 
have been notified, in accordance with EIA Regulation 6(1b), that National Grid 
proposes to provide an ES in respect of development for which an application for a 
DCO will be made.   
 
A scoping report for the Richborough Connection project was submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate in August 20143.  This set out the potentially significant environmental 
effects (as identified at that time) that would be assessed in more detail (i.e. scoped-in) 
as well as those that were unlikely to be significant and could therefore be scoped-out 
of the assessment.  The Planning Inspectorate Scoping Opinion was issued in 
September 2014. 
 

                                                 
3
 Available at: http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-connection-

project/?ipcsection=docs 

http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-connection-project/?ipcsection=docs
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/south-east/richborough-connection-project/?ipcsection=docs
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Following this the proposed contents list for the Environmental Statement is as follows: 
 

1. Introduction; 
2. Project Need and Alternatives Studied; 
3. Project Description; 
4. Approach to Preparing the ES; 
5. Policy Overview; 
6. Landscape; 
7. Visual; 
8. Historic Environment; 
9. Biodiversity; 
10. Ornithology; 
11. Traffic and Transportation; 
12. Noise and Vibration; 
13. Air Quality; 
14. Water Environment; 
15. Geology, Soils and Agriculture; and 
16. Socio-Economics and Recreation. 

 
A Preliminary Environmental Information Report is being prepared by National Grid as 
part of the consultation process required under Sections 42 and 47 of the Planning Act, 
and will enable consultees and other interested parties to develop an informed view of 
the proposed development prior to completion of the ES.  
 
Developer  
 
The developer for the project is:  
 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc a company registered in England with number 
2366977 whose registered office is at 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5EH.  
 
Consultation  
 
Non-statutory consultation commenced in 2012 and has been on-going since.  Detailed 
information regarding the consultation undertaken to date is available on the project 
website as per the list of documents provided under the “Alternatives” heading above.  
It has included meetings with prescribed consultees, persons with interests in land and 
the general public.  Consultation has helped define the project and alternatives as 
described above.   
 
National Grid has engaged the affected Local Planning Authorities (LPAs); Canterbury 
City Council (CCC); Thanet District Council (TDC); Dover District Council (DDC) and 
Kent County Council (KCC) from an early stage in the development of the project.  
Initially this involved meeting representatives from the LPAs to provide an introduction 
to the project; an explanation of the Need Case and strategic options considered; 
inviting comments on the environmental and socio-economic appraisal of the strategic 
options, and providing an overview of the process for developing the Route Corridor 
Study (RCS).  
 
Further meetings in December 2012 and February 2013 provided updates on the RCS 
and options appraisal process as well as introducing the approach, methodology and 
techniques for engaging with statutory and non-statutory consultees and the local 
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communities.  The potential for using a Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) to 
secure their continued engagement on the project was also discussed.   
 
In May 2013, National Grid met the LPAs to review the findings of the RCS and agree 
the approach, methodology and tools and techniques for engaging with statutory and 
non-statutory consultees and the local community during the summer 2013 
consultation. 
  
National Grid consulted the LPAs as part of the wider public consultation on its 
proposals in the summer of 2013.  General comments made by the LPAs throughout 
the initial phase of engagement are as follows:  
 

 routes could compromise the delivery of the draft Canterbury District Local Plan; 

 construction and operation of the project will affect local residents’ quality of life, 
designated sites, protected species, transport and traffic, and ground conditions, 
such as water quality;  

 effects on highways will only be during the construction phase, and therefore a 
construction management plan would be required in order to ascertain the 
impacts; and 

 environmental factors which require further consideration are visual, landscape, 
ecology and biodiversity, designations and woodlands, heritage assets, land 
stability, hydrology, flood risk, ground conditions, water resources, health and 
safety impacts, noise pollution, public health impacts, vibration and highway 
safety. 

 
In October 2013 National Grid met with the LPAs to discuss the outcomes of the 
summer 2013 consultation in advance of the announcement of the preferred route 
corridor in November 2013.  This included a review of the amount and themes of the 
feedback received and how these were being addressed by National Grid.  On-going 
engagement with the LPAs is taking place and will continue throughout the DCO 
process, including technical meetings to discuss the specific technical topics covered by 
the LPAs.  
 
The project maintains a dedicated project website (referenced above) which contains 
relevant up to date information on the project.  Project newsletters are also produced at 
key stages of the project and distributed widely.  The website will be updated and 
newsletters distributed as we move in to the formal statutory stage of consultation. 
 
The formal statutory consultation under s42 and s47 of the Planning Act 2008 will 
commence in early 2015 to be held for a period of six weeks.  A Statement of 
Community Consultation is being prepared in consultation with the Local Planning 
Authorities that will outline the consultation planned with respect to the local community.  
This will include and fulfil the requirements for a Concept for Public Participation under 
Article 9.3 and Annex VI of the TEN-E Regulations and will be submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate early in December 2014.   
 
 
Programme  
 
The key project dates are provided below.  The next key date is the start of s42 and s47 
consultation due to commence early in 2015 to be held for a period of 6 weeks. The 
project anticipates submission of the DCO application in September 2015, and if 
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consent is granted the new connection is programmed to be operational by Autumn 
2018.   
 

Timeline  Project Stage 
 

Spring/ Summer 2014 Further studies and detailed discussions with landowners and tenants  

Winter 2014 Statement of Community Consultation including the requirements for a 
Concept for Public Participation under the TEN-E Regulation published 
TEN-E Pre-application Notification issued 

Early 2015 Consultation on the proposed application (Planning Act Section 42 and 47) 
including the consultation requirements under the TEN-E Regulation 

Autumn 2015 Submission of DCO application (Planning Act) and Draft Application File 
(TEN-E Regulation) 

Early 2017 Consent decision  

Spring 2017 Start of construction 

Autumn 2018 Connection operational  

 
Contact Details 

 

The primary contact point for the developer is as follows: 

 

Mr Steve Self  

Richborough Connection Lead Project Manager 

Capital Delivery 

National Grid 

Warwick Technology Park 

Gallows Hill 

Warwick 

United Kingdom 

CV34 6DA 

Telephone: 01926 653082 

Email: stephen.self@nationalgrid.com 

 

Contact details for members of the public are as follows: 

 

Freephone helpline number: 0800 157 7878 (lines open 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday) 

E-mail: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk 

Write to: FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION 

Online: http://richboroughconnection.co.uk/have-your-say.aspx 

 

National Grid believe that the information provided above, attached, referenced and 

previously discussed is sufficient to allow the Planning Inspectorate to conclude that the 

project is sufficiently advanced enough to allow an application for a DCO to be submitted 

within two years.  National Grid fully expects an application to be made in the autumn of 

2015, well within two years, which would allow for a decision to be made within three 

and a half years as required under the TEN-E Regulation. 

 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to get in contact with 

us using the details provided above.  I should be grateful if you would confirm receipt of 

mailto:stephen.self@nationalgrid.com
mailto:richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
http://richboroughconnection.co.uk/have-your-say.aspx
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this notification and the enclosed documents, in addition to the formal acknowledgement 

or rejection of this notification.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Emer McDonnell  

Senior Consents Officer 

Richborough Connection Project  
 
Annexes: 
 
Annex 1: Relevant extracts from the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report  
Annex 2: Plan showing Proposed Site Boundary  
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Annex 1: Relevant extracts from Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: This Annex includes extracts taken directly from the published Environmental 

Impact assessment Scoping Report issued to the Planning Inspectorate in August 2014.  As 

described above the project is still evolving and therefore some of the details included below are 

in the process of being updated as a result of further design work, assessment and consultation.  

It is considered that these changes have no bearing on this Notification and more detail on the 

latest design will be included in the documents published during the formal statutory consultation 

under s42 and s47 of the Planning Act 2008 due to commence in early 2015.   
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2. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 The need for the proposed development 

2.1.1 A high voltage direct current (HVDC) electricity interconnector of 
approximately 1,000MW (or 1GW) capacity is proposed to make 
landfall at Richborough, Kent.  The interconnector project, known as 
the Nemo Link joins the UK and Belgium and will allow electricity to 
flow in either direction between the two countries via a subsea cable.  
Nemo Link is being promoted by National Grid Nemo Link Limited 
(NGNLL) and Elia the Belgian transmission system operator4.   

2.1.2 The Nemo Link cable will operate at Direct Current (DC) but the 
transmission system in each country operates at Alternating Current 
(AC) and therefore a ‘converter station’ is required in each country to 
switch between the different voltages.  In the UK, the Nemo Link 
converter station and National Grid substation are proposed at the 
former Richborough Power Station site and have been granted outline 
planning consent.  Nemo Link requires a connection to the National 
Grid high-voltage National Electricity Transmission System (NETS) in 
the Richborough area and, as there is currently no high-voltage 
transmission network close to Richborough, a new connection is 
required. 

2.1.3 Three existing lower voltage overhead lines run westwards from the 
existing 132kV substation at Richborough (see Figure 1.1) and are still 
currently energised.  Two of these overhead lines run in parallel north 
west from the Richborough site towards Monkton Marshes before 
splitting.  One 132kV overhead line continues west and south west 
towards Canterbury (the PX route) and the other runs north and 
eastwards across the Isle of Thanet towards Broadstairs (the PY 
route).  The third 132kV overhead line (the PHA route) runs south west 
from the 132kV substation at Richborough and south towards the A257 
and Woodnesborough beyond.  These 132kV lines are part of UK 
Power Network’s electricity distribution network.   

2.1.4 The existing distribution network does not have capacity to carry the 
additional 1000MW from the interconnector, therefore, new 
transmission infrastructure is required.  This is confirmed in National 
Grid’s identified need to extend the existing electricity transmission 

                                                 
4
 National Grid Nemo Link Limited is a subsidiary of National Grid plc, and has been established 

specifically for the development of the Nemo Link.  NGNLL does not have an onshore transmission 

licence and therefore cannot develop the Richborough Connection project. 
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system in South East England documented in the Richborough 
Connection Project Need Case (2013)5. 

2.2 Main alternatives considered 

Strategic options 

2.2.1 National Grid undertook an appraisal of the strategic options to connect 
the Nemo Link to the existing National Electricity Transmission 
System.  That appraisal is presented in the Strategic Options Report 
(SOR)6.  The SOR concluded that an option for a connection between 
Richborough and Canterbury should be taken forward, and that 
National Grid should look initially for an overhead line route.  The 
decision to move forward with this option was based on the view that it 
best balanced all of the information, statutory duties and Government 
guidance available to National Grid at that time.    

Route Corridor Study 

2.2.2 The next stage in the development of the project was the completion of a 
Route Corridor Study (RCS)7.  This sought to identify potential route 
corridors where an overhead line for a transmission connection from 
Richborough to Canterbury could be accommodated.   

2.2.3 The RCS identified two potential route corridors.  

1. North Corridor – a corridor (approximate length 19.6km) that 
followed the existing 132kV overhead line from Richborough to 
Canterbury.  Within the North Corridor, there were three Sub-options 
A, B and C at the western end of the corridor. 

 Sub-option A – passes between Broad Oak and Sturry before 
turning south to approach the substation from the east; 

 Sub-option B – passes north of Broad Oak before turning south 
towards the substation; 

 Sub-option C– a corridor that partly follows the route of B and then 
close to the Barton Down landfill site adopts the route of the 
existing National Grid 400kV Canterbury North–Kemsley overhead 
line. The existing 400kV line would be diverted to take a different 
route to connect to Canterbury North substation. 

                                                 
5
 Richborough Connection Project – Project Need Case, National Grid (June 2013) 

6
 Richborough Connection Project - Strategic Options Report (SOR) for the South East Region (2013).  

http://www.nationalgrid.com/uk/Electricity/MajorProjects/richboroughconnection/ 
7
 Richborough Connection Project – Route Corridor Study.  National Grid. (June 2013). 
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Within the North Corridor, there were also two scenarios: 

 Scenario 1 includes the retention of the existing 132kV overhead 
line from Richborough to Canterbury and development of a new 
400kV overhead line to the north or south of the existing overhead 
lines in the corridor; and 

 Scenario 2 which assumed the removal of the existing 132kV 
overhead line from Richborough to Canterbury following 
development of a new overhead line within the corridor. 

2. South Corridor – a corridor (approximate length 19.5km) that 
followed an alternative route to Canterbury in the southern part of the 
study area, running to the north of Ash and Wickhambreaux and 
approaching Canterbury North Substation to the west of Fordwich. 

2.2.4 The findings of the SOR and RCS were subject to consultation during the 
summer of 2013.  The purpose was to obtain the views of statutory 
and non-statutory bodies, other agencies and the public on the findings 
of the reports and to determine whether there were any additional 
constraints or issues which could influence the selection of a preferred 
Connection Option as set out in the SOR and preferred Route Corridor 
and the detailed design going forward. 

2.2.5 In the main, statutory bodies showed a preference for the North Corridor 
(Scenario 2).  Views as to which sub-option was preferred were more 
balanced.  The consultation feedback was reported in November 
20138. 

2.2.6 In November 2013, National Grid published its preferred connection 
option (Strategic Option 1a) and preferred route corridor for developing 
a scheme for an overhead line connection between Richborough and 
Canterbury1.  This indicated a preference for the northern corridor 
including sub option B (hereafter known as the preferred route 
corridor).  The report also stated that National Grid would continue to 
consider whether it was appropriate to use an underground cable 
solution for any part of the connection. 

2.2.7 The preferred route corridor followed the general route of the existing 
132kV PX route.  This overhead line runs from Richborough power 
station to Canterbury South Substation and will be removed once the 
new 400kV connection is in place.  

2.2.8 The preferred route corridor was defined to encompass land to either side 
of the existing 132kV PX route between Richborough and Canterbury.  
The corridor is relatively narrow as it enters Canterbury due to existing 
physical constraints such as residential areas, woodland and a major 

                                                 
8
 Richborough Connection Project – summer 2013 Consultation Feedback Report.  National Grid 

(November 2013). 
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landfill site and potential constraints such as proposed residential 
development site at Sturry and a potential new South East Water 
reservoir scheme north of Broad Oak.  The corridor broadens as it 
heads east between Hersden and Sarre and then narrows again 
through the Ash Level where it follows the route of the two existing 
parallel 132kV overhead lines (PX and PY) into the former 
Richborough power station site. 

2.2.9 The Preferred Connection Option and Route Corridor Study
1
 included a 

commitment that further investigations would inform decisions on final 
pylon type and positions.  In addition, consideration would be given as 
to whether underground cable would be used in areas of particular 
sensitivity. 

Connection Options Report (COR) 

2.2.10 The COR, published on the 20th May 2014 reported on an appraisal of 
various route options capable of providing the Richborough to 
Canterbury connection.  It was guided by National Policy Statements 
EN-1 (Overarching Energy)9 and EN-5 (Electricity Networks)10, 
relevant planning policies at national and local level and by National 
Grid’s Approach to the Design and Routeing of New Electricity 
Transmission Lines11 and National Grid’s Approach to Options 
Appraisal12 which were published in 2012.  

2.2.11 It considered the potential effects of four overhead line alignments and 
one underground cable alignment within the preferred route corridor 
which was divided into four Sections (A-D) according to landscape 
character descriptions.  The same appraisal Sections are used 
throughout this scoping report. 

2.2.12 The overhead alignments considered the potential effects of both a steel 
lattice pylon and the more recently available T-pylon design. 

2.2.13 Having considered the main issues for each Section, along with summer 
2013 consultation responses, it was concluded that an overhead route 
can be sensitively designed and carefully routed within the existing 
landscape and that no part of the route is required to be placed 
underground.  Therefore, in relation to environmental matters and cost, 
an overhead connection was the continued preference to take forward.   

                                                 
9
 Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN – 1).  Department of Energy and Climate 

Change, July 2011. 
10

 National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN – 5).  Department of Energy and 

Climate Change, July 2011. 
11

 National Grid plc. : Our approach to the design and routeing of new electricity transmission lines : 2012  

(www.nationalgrid.com/majorprojectdocuments)    
12

 National Grid plc. : Our approach to Options Appraisal : 2012 

(www.nationalgrid.com/majorprojectdocuments)   
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2.2.14 As well as considering the alignment options, the potential effects of the 
removal of the 132kV PX route were also considered.  Whilst there 
would be some temporary negative effects associated with the removal 
activities, the long term benefits outweigh these, and for all topics, this 
is a beneficial effect of the proposed development, regardless of which 
proposed route is chosen. 

2.2.15 At the same time as publishing the COR, National Grid announced its 
proposed draft route for the overhead connection.  Following this, a 
series of Information Events were held in June 2014 to provide 
information to local communities on the findings of the COR and the 
proposed draft route.  Feedback from these events will be used to 
inform the on-going project design work. 

2.3 Characteristics of the proposed development 

Project description 

2.3.1 The proposed development comprises the 400kV overhead line 
connection draft route and the tee-ins to the existing Canterbury 
Substation and the proposed, permitted, Richborough Substation.  Due 
to the need to cross the existing 132kV PX route at Broad Oak, Sarre 
and Monkton, temporary works are needed which involve temporarily 
diverting the PX route onto wooden poles to allow the new 400kV route 
to be built overhead.  In addition, the new 400kV overhead line will 
require works to provide a permanent crossing of the 132kV PY route.  
This involves replacing a section of the PY route with wooden poles 
(although these would remain permanently in place).  This will allow 
the new 400kV overhead line to be safely installed over the top of the 
lower height wooden pole section.   

2.3.2 The proposed development includes the following principal elements: 

 construction of a 400kV overhead line; 

 the removal of an existing 132kV overhead line between UK Power 
Networks Canterbury South and Richborough Substations;  

 localised temporary and permanent diversions of the existing 
132kV overhead line (at crossings of the 400kV route); and 

 other works, for example, temporary access roads, highway works, 
construction compounds, protective scaffold structures, work sites 
and ancillary works. 
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Location of the proposed development 

2.3.3 The proposed development is in south east England and is within the 
administrative boundaries of the following district and county 
authorities: 

 Canterbury City Council (CCC); 

 Thanet District Council (TDC); 

 Dover District Council (DDC); and 

 Kent County Council (KCC). 

2.3.4 Figure 1.1 illustrates the ‘proposed site boundary’, detailing the presently 
anticipated extent of development for which permission will be sought 
in the DCO.  At this early stage of the design process the boundary 
defines the anticipated area within which the works are likely to be 
carried out.  The extent of the proposed site boundary may be altered 
prior to the submission of the DCO application based on detailed 
design matters and representations received during consultation.  
Some of the technical chapters within this report also refer to this area 
as ‘the Site’. 

2.3.5 Where appropriate, reference is also made in this report to the route 
corridor (which is shown on Figure 1.1).  For example, where the 
scope and extent of desk study and/or survey work that commenced at 
the connection options stage (prior to the identification of the proposed 
site boundary) was based on the route corridor.  Further explanation is 
provided in the relevant technical chapters. 

2.3.6 This scoping report anticipates that the EIA will be based on four 
‘Sections’ as set out below and shown on Figure 1.1.  The Sections 
were originally developed for the connection options work.  The 
Sections have been defined A-D with their boundaries and names 
broadly contiguous with published Landscape Character Area 
Assessments, but with their names simplified for ease of reference. 

 A – Stour Valley;  

 B – Sarre Penn Valley;  

 C – Chislet Marshes; and 

 D – Ash Level. 

2.3.7 Section A Stour Valley – This Section extends from Canterbury 
Substation to Bredlands Lane.  The Stour Valley is well contained by 
steep valley sides and the river winds through wet, marshy and reed 
fringed land that has scrub and dense riparian vegetation along its 
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margins.  Section A includes parts of Broad Oak Valley and the 
settlements of Broad Oak located at the top of the Stour Valley slopes 
and Sturry located on the valley side down to the River Stour.  The 
Section is broadly contiguous with the Broad Oak Valley, Stour Valley 
Slopes and Stour Valley character areas from the Canterbury 
Landscape Assessment.   

2.3.8 Section B Sarre Penn Valley – This Section commences at Bredlands 
Lane, near Tile Lodge Farm and ends at section of the Wantsum Walk 
near to Wall End Farm.  The landscape is medium to large scale 
arable with some areas enclosed by hedgerows and shelterbelts.  It is 
gradually sloping or flat with some contained, small scale woodland 
areas associated with the Sarre Penn and other smaller watercourses.  
There are long views from higher ground, for instance from the Roman 
Road at Hersden across to Thanet.  Section B incorporates the 
Nethergong Sarre Penn Inlet and the Hoath Farmlands areas from the 
Canterbury Landscape Assessment.  The name of the Section reflects 
the name of the watercourse in the valley.   

2.3.9 Section C Chislet Marshes – This Section extends from the Wantsum 
Walk, near to Wall End Farm across the Chislet Marshes and ends at a 
public right of way running south of Monkton.  Section C includes the 
point at which the 132kV overhead line serving Thanet (PY route) 
diverges northwards, just to the east of Gore Street.  Landscape 
character is typified by the distinctive and often quite steep hill slopes 
down from the ‘Central Chalk Plateau’ character area to ‘The Former 
Wantsum Channel’.  The landscape is noted as being very open with 
wide and long views.  Section C also covers the Chislet Arable Belt 
where fields are fairly small and regular, defined by a network of 
drainage ditches, dykes and flood control banks and the main land use 
is arable.  The Section would be broadly contiguous with the Former 
Wantsum North Shore from the Thanet Landscape Assessment and 
The Chislet Arable Belt from the Canterbury Landscape Assessment.  

2.3.10 Section D Ash Level – This Section extends from the public right of way 
south of Monkton to the proposed Nemo Link interconnector site at 
Richborough.   Landscape character is typified by marshlands, 
reclaimed and the silted up course of the Wantsum Channel and the 
former mouth of the River Stour.  It is a flat large-scale landscape 
noted as having very long views but is bordered by the gentle slopes of 
the Thanet chalk to the north and east and the horticultural belt to the 
south and west.  Section D would be broadly contiguous with the 
Former Wantsum Channel from the Thanet Landscape Assessment. 
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2.4 400kV overhead line construction works 

Description 

2.4.1 It is currently anticipated that the overhead line will comprise twin 
conductors13 supported by either steel lattice pylons or the T-pylon, or 
a combination of the two (see Figure 2.1 for pylon types).  The likely 
design will have the following characteristics: 

 suspension pylons (which support the overhead line in a straight 
line), tension pylons (which support the overhead line where the 
line changes direction) and terminal pylons (which support the 
overhead line when the line is connected to substations); 

 standard height for a suspension pylon of approximately 46.5m for 
a lattice pylon and 34.5m for a T-pylon (pylon heights can vary 
from these standards according to environmental conditions such 
as topography, or technical requirements e.g. they may need to be 
taller to avoid navigable rivers or to maintain appropriate 
clearances); 

 typical base footprint of approximately 7.5m x 7.5m for a lattice 
design (total area enclosed by pylon base comprising four stub 
foundations) and 2m diameter for a T-pylon (due to it being a 
round structure); 

 typical span lengths between pylons will be approximately 360m 
(the conductor span for the proposed route is likely to vary 
between 300-400m, depending on ground levels and other 
constraints which affect span lengths); and 

 the T-pylon has a cross beam width of approximately 22.5m and 
an overall width of 31m including the insulators.  The standard 
suspension lattice pylon has an overall width of 17m. 

2.4.2 As described in Paragraph 1.1.4, the COR identified a proposed draft 
route (‘the route’) as shown on Figure 1.1 which has been used in this 
scoping study.  The route is undergoing further review and revision 
based on feedback from stakeholders and the local community and 
further environmental and technical information.    

Section A – Stour Valley 

2.4.3 Within Section A, the route corridor only partially follows the existing PX 
132kV route which starts further west at UK Power Networks 
Canterbury South Substation.  This is due to the need to avoid 

                                                 
13

 This means that there are 12 wires (2x6) on each pylon, plus a central earth wire. 
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residential areas, both existing and proposed and other existing 
environmental and physical constraints.   

2.4.4 The new overhead line route would terminate at a terminal pylon at 
Canterbury Substation.  From this pylon the conductors (wires) would 
then be connected to a landing gantry at a lower height thus allowing 
the conductors to be connected to the substation equipment.  The 
connections from the terminal pylon to the gantry are called downleads 
and the connections from the gantry to the substation equipment are 
called downdroppers.  Should a T-pylon design be used, the terminal 
structure would require the double gantry arrangement as shown on 
Figure 2.2. 

2.4.5 At Canterbury the terminal pylon could be located between the two 
existing terminal pylons.  Due to space constraints, anchor blocks may 
have to be used instead of gantries.  In this instance the downleads 
are vertically anchored to the ground rather than sloping down to the 
gantries.  Ongoing review of the design by the overhead line and 
substation design teams will confirm the arrangement once the pylon 
design has been confirmed. 

2.4.6 From Canterbury Substation the route makes two crossings of a large 
meander of the River Stour before turning north east to cross the 
Canterbury to Ramsgate railway.  Turning north west the route crosses 
Shalloak Road and Lynne Wood running east of the Barton Down 
landfill site and west of the residential areas of Sturry and Broad Oak.  
To the north of Broad Oak the route turns east crossing Mayton Lane, 
Barnet’s Lane, Herne Bay Road and Hoath Road just west of Tile 
Lodge Farm. 

Section B – Sarre Penn Valley 

2.4.7 The route runs to the north of the PX 132kV route through the Sarre 
Valley.  

Section C- Chislet Marshes 

2.4.8 The route starts off to the north of the PX 132kV route at the western 
edge of the Section but then crosses it to the south west of Sarre and 
continues along to the north of it for the rest of the Chislet Marshes. 

Section D – Ash Level 

2.4.9 The route runs to the north of the PX 132kV route through the Ash Level. 

Construction methodology 

2.4.10 A contractor’s compound and office would be established in the vicinity of 
the works to house staff during the working day, as well as a storage 
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base for equipment and materials for the works.  Options are currently 
under consideration and where possible, a site will be chosen which is 
accessible for heavy goods vehicles, has existing services and 
preferably has some hardstanding to avoid or reduce the need to 
create a level base for the compound.  The importation of material will 
be required to provide hardstanding if suitable material is not already in 
place.  A potential location at Westbere has been identified and is 
included within the proposed site boundary on Figure 1.1. 

2.4.11 Site construction activities will begin with the preparation and installation 
of temporary access roads to each pylon site.  The proposals for the 
temporary works are in draft at present and are evolving as the project 
progresses and further consultation with persons with an interest in the 
land is undertaken.  The following information is provided to assist in 
defining the scope of assessments although this may be subject to 
some refinement before the DCO application is made.  Where there 
are differences in construction methodology for lattice and T-pylons, 
this is explained in the text below. 

2.4.12 Existing accesses from public highways may need to be widened, due to 
the size of the construction vehicles, or temporary new accesses may 
be required.  Temporary access tracks will be required to the site of 
each pylon and may be required to possible scaffolding sites.   

2.4.13 These temporary access tracks will be approximately 4m wide and will be 
either interconnected metallic or plastic trackway or crushed stone 
(300-500mm deep) with a reinforcing geotextile membrane to protect 
soils.  It is currently assumed that T-pylons require crushed stone 
tracks and lattice pylons require metallic or plastic trackway (or stone 
roads depending on the particular ground conditions), and that the 
crushed stone tracks will be laid on the surface of the ground to avoid 
both archaeology and field land drains.  If this cannot be done then the 
topsoil and subsoil may need to be removed and stored to the side of 
the track, the track can then be installed with the topsoil and subsoil 
being reinstated once the track has been removed at the end of the 
works. 

2.4.14 In some places, such as Sections C and D, it is likely that temporary 
tracks will follow the overhead line as far as possible so that 
construction traffic can run on dedicated routes to the pylon work sites.  

2.4.15 Temporary pads will also be required adjacent to each new pylon location 
for plant such as cranes and piling rigs, which will be used to construct 
the pylons.  The size of the pad and surrounding work area will depend 
on the size of the pylon base, and the type of foundation being 
installed but range from 30m x 40m for a standard lattice pylon to 60m 
x 40m for a 90 degree deviation lattice pylon and approximately 55m x 
25m for both the standard and deviation T-pylons.  This area could 
increase up to 70 x 70m for pylon assembly and erection, with an area 
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of this size also being required at the winch pulling positions for the 
installation of the new conductor. 

2.4.16 The working area at each pylon position will include a security hut and 
welfare facility.  Security at each site will be required 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week when plant and equipment is at the site. 

2.4.17 Temporary bridge structures are also likely to be required in some 
locations to enable rivers to be crossed by construction access routes, 
e.g. the Wantsum Channel (near Sarre) and the River Stour (along the 
Ash Level).  Details of these are still under consideration. 

2.4.18 Some temporary scaffolding will be installed during the works as a safety 
measure to protect roads, railways, Public Rights of Way (PRoWs) and 
distribution network overhead lines which are crossed by the proposed 
400kV overhead line.  Some distribution network overhead lines may 
be temporarily switched off or may be relocated or removed; 
scaffolding would not be needed in these cases. 

2.4.19 The area around each pylon will be cleared and where appropriate 
fenced to keep the public and any livestock away from construction 
work.  During the works gated entrances will be installed to restrict 
access to construction vehicles and personnel only.  Outside working 
hours the areas will be locked and attended by a security guard as 
noted in Paragraph 2.4.15.  Construction working hours have not yet 
been confirmed but works are likely to take place seven days a week. 

2.4.20 The foundations of lattice pylons would be piled or excavated.  Pre-mixed 
concrete would be delivered to site in wagons along with steelwork for 
the foundation frames and bases.  The foundation comprises 
reinforcing steelwork encased in concrete with ‘stubs’ appearing 
through the concrete above ground to which the pylon legs are 
attached.  

2.4.21 For T-pylons a mini-piled or tube-piled solution would likely be used, but 
other methods may be required if poor ground conditions are 
encountered. 

2.4.22 The steelwork for the pylons will be delivered to site in pre-constructed 
sections or in numbered parts and will be bolted together on the 
ground.  The pylon will be assembled in sections beginning with each 
leg being fastened to the stubs (See Figure 2.3).  The pylon is erected 
using a mobile crane which lifts the assembled steelwork into position.  
Linesmen bolt together the pylon, climbing to each part to help guide 
the next section into place and fasten the bolts.  The number of pylon 
sections will vary according to the size of the pylon being built.  The 
insulators will be fastened to the pylons in preparation for installing the 
conductors. Insulators are used to resist the flow of electricity.  They 
prevent the electricity from the conductor reaching the pylon.  This 
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means the pylon can be accessed without always needing to 
disconnect the circuit.   

2.4.23 The T-pylon consists of approximately ten sections and would either be 
constructed on the ground and lifted by two cranes in to position or by 
lifting each individual section in to place.   

2.4.24 The wires (conductors) of the overhead line will be delivered to site using 
lorries with the conductors wrapped around drums.  Trucks and other 
smaller vehicles will be used to transport the drums and other 
materials along the temporary access roads.  The conductors will be 
installed usually in sections between tension pylons where the line 
changes direction.  A pulling site will be established at one end of the 
section with the conductors running out from a tensioning site at the 
other end of the section. 

2.4.25 In order to install the conductors, pilot wires will be laid at ground level 
(and over temporary scaffolding protecting obstacles such as roads 
and railway lines) along the length of the section between the pulling 
site and the tension site. The pilot wires will be lifted and fed through 
running wheels on the cross arms of all the pylons in the middle of the 
section, and then fed around the pulling machine at the pulling site.  
The tensioning machine will keep the wires off the ground and prevent 
the conductors running freely when the pulling machine pulls the pilot 
wire.  When the conductor is fully ‘run out’, it will be fastened at its 
finished tension and height above ground by linesmen working from 
platforms on the pylons and suspended from the conductors.  
Additional fittings such as, spacers and dampers, will be fitted to the 
conductors.  Spacers prevent the conductors from touching each other 
and dampers prevent oscillations in the overhead line. 

2.4.26 Once the overhead line is constructed, the temporary access tracks and 
working areas at the pylon sites will be removed and the ground 
reinstated by removing stone and trackways.  Soils will be restored to 
their previous condition. Other surfaces will be reinstated and widened 
accesses will be restored to their condition at the commencement of 
the works. 

Programme 

2.4.27 It is anticipated that, should the DCO be granted in Spring 2017, 
construction works would commence as soon as possible afterwards 
and would likely continue for approximately 18 months.  Dependent on 
the programme requirements, some construction areas may be 
reinstated earlier than the final end of construction. Further details of 
the likely construction programme, including pre-commencement, 
132kV PX route dismantling and reinstatement works, will be included 
within the ES. 
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Maintenance and decommissioning 

2.4.28 The overhead line will be subject to annual inspection from the ground or 
by helicopter.  The inspection will identify if there are any visible faults 
or signs of wear and can also indicate if changes in plant or tree 
growth or development has occurred which may risk infringing safety 
clearances.  Inspections will confirm when this work or refurbishment is 
required. 

2.4.29 The overhead line is made up of a variety of materials, from concrete and 
steel for the foundations, steelwork for the pylon, glass or porcelain 
and steel for the insulators and fittings and aluminium for the 
conductors.  All these materials have an expected lifespan, which 
varies depending on how the overhead line is used and where it is 
located.  Typically, pylons (lattice and T-pylons) have a life expectancy 
of approximately 80 years, the conductors have a life expectancy of 
approximately 60 years and the insulators and fittings have a life span 
of approximately 40 years.  Infrequent refurbishment work is 
undertaken typically on one side of the pylon and then the other, so 
that one side can be kept ‘live’ and in use.  

2.4.30 Refurbishment can involve: 

 the replacement of the insulators and steel fittings that secure the 
conductors to the pylons; and  

 the replacement of all the conductors and earth wire and all their 
associated insulators and fittings; and 

 painting or replacing the pylon steelwork. 

2.4.31 During refurbishment there would be activity along all the overhead line, 
more so at tension pylons where sections of the conductor are 
installed and the old conductor taken down. 

2.4.32 Vans are used to carry workers in and out of site and trucks are used to 
bring new materials and equipment to site and remove old equipment. 
Temporary works including installation of access routes and 
scaffolding to protect roads, railways and footpaths will be required as 
necessary for the overhead line refurbishment (similar to the initial 
construction requirements). 

2.4.33 The lifespan of the overhead line may be longer than the anticipated 80 
years, depending on its condition, refurbishments and the transmission 
network requirements. 

2.4.34 If the connection is no longer required, the overhead line may be 
removed.  Upon removal much of the material would be taken for 
recycling.  Similar access would be required as outlined for 
construction. 
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2.4.35 Fittings, such as dampers and spacers, would be removed from the 
conductors.  The conductors would be cut into manageable lengths or 
winched onto drums in a reverse process to that described for 
construction.  The fittings would be removed from the pylons and 
lowered to the ground. 

2.4.36 The pylon may be dismantled by crane, with sections cut and lowered to 
the ground for further dismantling and removal from site.  Depending 
on the space available, it may be possible to cut the pylon legs and 
then pull the pylon to the ground using a tractor.  The pylon can then 
be cut into sections on the ground.  Unless there is a compelling need 
for removal of all the foundations, these would be removed to 
approximately 1m deep and subsoil and topsoil reinstated. 

2.5 132kV overhead line diversion works 

Description 

2.5.1 It is currently anticipated that the new 400kV overhead line will need to 
cross two existing UK Power Networks 132kV overhead lines.  These 
are the PX route which runs from Richborough to Canterbury South 
Substations and the PY route which runs from Richborough to 
Monkton Substations. 

2.5.2 The PX route will be removed following completion of the new 400kV 
overhead line and so the crossings of this route will only be temporary.   
The timing of this work will be confirmed in the ES construction 
programme, but is likely to be before the end of 2019.  The PY route 
will remain so this crossing will be permanent. 

2.5.3 The proposed route requires three temporary crossings of the PX route 
by the new 400kV overhead line.  One is in Section A to the west of 
Broad Oak just north of Lynne Wood.  The other two are in Section C; 
one to the west of Sarre, north of where the existing overhead lines 
cross the A28; the second is to the south of Monkton on Monkton 
Marshes.  

2.5.4 The permanent crossing point of the PY route by the new 400kV line is 
alongside the PX crossing point south of Monkton on Monkton 
Marshes.  

Construction methodology 

2.5.5 The proposed approach for the temporary and permanent crossings of 
the PX and PY routes respectively will involve lowering the 132kV 
conductors (wires) to allow a protective scaffold to be built over them 
so that the new 400kV overhead line can be installed safely overhead. 
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2.5.6 In order to lower the conductors they would need to be diverted down 
from the existing 132kV pylons onto two new lines of wooden poles in 
a horizontal formation.  Temporary protective scaffold structures would 
then be built either side of these new pole lines and a safety net 
installed between them.  The conductors would then be installed for 
the 400kV route over the top of the poles and their protective 
scaffolding. 

Maintenance and decommissioning 

2.5.7 Maintenance works on the PY route should not change from their current 
requirements during and after the project finishes as this route will be 
remaining.  It will be similar to the maintenance required for the 
proposed 400kV overhead line but as it is owned and operated by UK 
Power Networks, there may be slight differences on how and when this 
maintenance is undertaken. 

2.5.8 The PX route will still need to be maintained during the construction 
stage, however, it will be decommissioned and removed at the 
project’s end. 

2.6 132kV overhead line dismantling 

Description 

2.6.1 The existing 132kV PX route  is supported by lattice steel pylons 
approximately 26m high and runs in a broadly west to east direction 
between UK Power Networks’ Canterbury and Richborough 
Substations.  This will be removed following the completion of the new 
400kV connection.  The existing 132kV PY overhead line from 
Richborough Substation to Monkton Substation will not be removed as 
it forms an essential part of UK Power Networks’ distribution network. 

Demolition/dismantling methodology 

2.6.2 Dismantling activities will begin with the preparation and installation of 
temporary access roads to each existing PX pylon site.  The proposals 
for the temporary works are in draft at present and are evolving as the 
project progresses and further consultation with UK Power Networks, 
landowners and persons with an interest in the land is undertaken.  
The following information is provided to guide the scope of the 
assessments although this is likely to be subject to some refinement 
before the DCO application is made. 

2.6.3 In general, the accesses used for the new 400kV overhead line 
construction will also be used during the dismantling of the 132kV PX 
route.  In a small number of cases, alternative existing accesses from 
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public highways may need to be used.  These may need to be 
widened, due to the size of the vehicles needed for the demolition 
works, or temporary new accesses may be required.  Temporary 
access tracks will be required to the site of each existing pylon.  For 
access on agricultural land temporary trackway may be laid or 
temporary tracks installed with a reinforcing semi-permeable 
membrane to protect soils. 

2.6.4 Similar to the 400kV works a contractor’s compound and office will be 
established in the vicinity of the works to house the staff during the 
working day, as well as storage of equipment and materials for the 
works.  Where possible, a site will be chosen which is accessible for 
heavy goods vehicles, has existing services and preferably has some 
hardstanding to avoid or reduce the need to create a level base for the 
compound.  The importation of material will be required to provide 
hardstanding if suitable material is not already in place. 

2.6.5 Scaffolding will be temporarily installed during the works as a safety 
measure to protect roads, railway, PRoWs and other existing 
distribution network overhead lines.  The PX route will be disconnected 
from the distribution network prior to any demolition activity taking 
place. 

2.6.6 The area around each pylon will be cleared and where appropriate 
fenced to keep the public and any livestock away from demolition work.  
During the works gated entrances will be installed to restrict access to 
construction vehicles and personnel only.  Outside working hours the 
areas will be locked and attended by a security guard. 

2.6.7 Fittings, such as dampers and spacers, will be removed from the 
conductors.  The conductors will be cut into manageable lengths or will 
be winched onto drums in a reverse process to that described for the 
construction of pylons.  The fittings will be removed from the pylons 
and lowered to the ground. 

2.6.8 Where possible, the legs of the pylons will be cut and the pylon pulled to 
the ground using a tractor.  The pylons may also be dismantled by 
crane, with sections cut and lowered to the ground for further 
dismantling or removed from site if there is limited space.  The pylons 
can then be cut into sections on the ground.  Unless there is a 
compelling need for removal of all the foundations, these will be 
removed to approximately 1.5m deep and subsoil and topsoil 
reinstated. 

2.6.9 Once the PX overhead line has been removed, the temporary access 
tracks and working areas at the pylon sites will be removed and the 
ground reinstated by removing stone and trackways.  Soils will be 
restored to their previous condition. Other surfaces will be reinstated 
and widened accesses will be restored to their condition at the 
commencement of the works. 
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 Figure 2.3 Lattice pylon dismantling 

 

Maintenance and decommissioning 

2.6.10 As the 132kV PX route will be removed, no maintenance or 
decommissioning phases will be involved for this aspect of the 
proposed development. 

2.7 Consultation 

2.7.1 As described in Paragraphs 2.2.4 and 2.2.15 National Grid has 
undertaken non-statutory (informal) consultation and engagement with 
local communities and other interested parties on the Richborough 
Connection project.   

2.7.2 National Grid has engaged the main Local Planning Authorities (LPAs); 
Canterbury City Council (CCC); Thanet District Council (TDC); Dover 
District Council (DDC) and Kent County Council (KCC) from an early 
stage in the development of the project.  (At the strategic options stage 
of the project this also included Swale Borough Council and Shepway 
District Council).  Initially this involved meeting representatives from 
the LPAs to provide an introduction to the project; an explanation of 
the Need Case and strategic options considered; inviting comments on 
the environmental and socio-economic appraisal of the strategic 
options, and providing an overview of the process for developing the 
RCS.  
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2.7.3 Further meetings in December 2012 and February 2013 provided 
updates on the RCS and options appraisal process as well as 
introducing the approach, methodology and techniques for engaging 
with statutory and non-statutory consultees and the local communities.  
The potential for using a Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) to 
secure their continued engagement on the project was also discussed.   

2.7.4 In May 2013, National Grid met the LPAs to review the findings of the 
RCS and agree the approach, methodology and tools and techniques 
for engaging with statutory and non-statutory consultees and the local 
community during the summer consultation.  

2.7.5 National Grid consulted the LPAs as part of the wider public consultation 
on its proposals in the summer of 2013.  CCC, DDC and TDC 
commented that the consultation was premature as a decision on the 
local planning application for the Nemo Link converter station had not 
yet been determined and therefore uncertainty remained regarding 
whether Richborough would serve as the starting point for the route 
corridor.  

2.7.6 General comments made by the LPAs throughout the initial phase of 
engagement which are pertinent for scoping for the EIA are as follows:  

 routes could compromise the delivery of the draft Canterbury 
District Local Plan; 

 construction and operation of the project will affect local residents’ 
quality of life, designated sites, protected species, transport and 
traffic, and ground conditions, such as water quality;  

 effects on highways will only be during the construction phase, and 
therefore a construction management plan would be required in 
order to ascertain the impacts; and 

 environmental factors which require further consideration are 
visual, landscape, ecology and biodiversity, designations and 
woodlands, heritage assets, land stability, hydrology, flood risk, 
ground conditions, water resources, health and safety impacts, 
noise pollution, public health impacts, vibration and highway 
safety. 

2.7.7 In October 2013 National Grid met with the LPAs to discuss the outcomes 
of the summer consultation in advance of the announcement of the 
preferred route corridor in November 2013.  This included a review of 
the amount and themes of the feedback received and how these were 
being addressed by National Grid.  On-going engagement with the 
LPAs is taking place and will continue throughout the DCO process, 
including technical meetings to discuss the specific technical topics 
covered by the LPAs. (Further information on this is provided in the 
relevant technical chapters of this report).  
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2.8 Project design evolution and mitigation 

2.8.1 The development of mitigation measures to avoid, reduce or compensate 
for any significant adverse effects of a project is an intrinsic part of the 
EIA process.  Potential mitigation measures will be considered during 
the assessment work, and, where possible will be incorporated into the 
ongoing design and development of the detailed design of the project.  
These measures relate to both the construction and operational stages 
and dismantling/decommissioning.  An indication of generic mitigation 
measures was included in the COR and is included in Appendix 2.1.  
Measures appropriate to all EIA technical topics will be included in the 
ES. 
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Annex 2: Plan showing Proposed Site Boundary  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: This Annex is taken directly from a plan published in the Environmental Impact 

assessment Scoping Report issued to the Planning Inspectorate in August 2014.  As described 

above the project is still evolving and therefore some of the details shown are in the process of 

being updated as a result of further design work, assessment and consultation.  It is considered 

that these changes have no bearing on this Notification and more detail on the latest design will 

be included in the documents published during the formal statutory consultation under s42 and 

s47 of the Planning Act 2008 due to commence in early 2015.   
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